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American College of Physicians 
ACP Doctor’s Dilemma® Competition  

Rules for Competition 
 

Competition Structure 
 
The competition will consist of three rounds: Elimination, Semi-Final, and Championship. 
 
Eligibility: All team members must be active ACP Resident/Fellow Members paid through June 
2024. Players are eligible to participate in the competition if they are currently residents in an 
ACGME- or AOA-accredited categorical internal medicine residency training program; 
preliminary residents in a program and transitional residents in their first year of training are 
also eligible to participate. Residents in combined internal medicine-pediatrics (Meds-Peds) 
programs or other ACGME- or AOA-approved combined categorical training programs (i.e. 
internal medicine-emergency medicine) are also eligible to compete.  
 
International internal medicine residents who have completed residency training may 
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Five teams will advance to the Championship round. The winner of each of the four Semi-Final 
games and one wildcard team will advance. The wildcard team will be the nonwinning team 
with the highest overall score in the Semi-Final round and will be announced the evening of 
Friday, April 19, 2024. In the event of a tie, the scores from both the Elimination and Semi-Final 
rounds will be combined to determine which team will advance. If the combined scores are also 
a tie, the advancing team will be determined by a sudden death playoff immediately preceding 
the Championship round. 
 
Championship Round (Saturday, April 20, 2024) 
 
The Championship game will host the five teams on the afternoon of Saturday, April 20, 2024 
(immediately following the highlights session). 
 
ACP Doctor’s Dilemma® Competitors: Game Regulations 
 
Arrival 
 
Teams should arrive 15 minutes before the start of the first game each day.  
 
Game Start 
 
ACP Chapters designate their representative team. Teams may not exceed three players during 
any round. Teams will be assigned seats on the stage. Each team shares a microphone, a 
monitor, and a buzzer. Once the teams are seated, the moderator will welcome participants 
and invite them to introduce themselves. The moderator will then summarize competition 
rules, and the game categories will be displayed. Each game consists of five categories with five 
questions in each, for a total of 25 questions plus one final dilemma question. All questions are 
written by physicians in ACP’s Doctor’s Dilemma® Question Development Committee. Before 
being entered into the competition, questions are subjected to multiple reviews, including 
peer-review by subspecialist physicians.  
 
Before the start of each game, the team selecting the first category will be chosen at random. 
The moderator will announce the team selected to choose the first category. 

 
Answering Questions 
 
Once a team selects a question by category and amount, the moderator reads the question. 
Please note that 
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